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Abstract

This study explores effective and ineffective parenting styles in the moral education of
children, employing a qualitative approach guided by descriptive phenomenology. The
research participants comprised religious parents with at least one child, with data saturation
achieved after 12 months of collection. In-depth interviews were conducted to capture
experiential perspectives, and the data were analyzed using Colaizzi’s (1978) seven-step
phenomenological method. The analysis revealed seven key themes characterizing effective
parenting styles: congruence, value creation, purposeful dialogic orientation, intimate
communication, strengthened family bonds, balanced disciplinary approaches, and
developmental attitude dynamics. Conversely, seven themes emerged for ineffective
parenting: inconsistency, devaluation, ineffective dialogue, insincere communication,
traumatic family dynamics, imbalanced discipline, and attitudinal stagnation. These
findings enrich the literature on parenting and moral education, offering practical insights
for parent education programs. The study underscores the nuanced interplay between
parenting practices and children’s moral development, providing a framework for future

research and intervention design.
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